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SUBJECT: FIRST SOVIET COMMENTARY ON SHCHARANSKIY CASE 

REF: MOSCOW 7922 NOTAL 

1 . TASS ENGLISH AND FRENCH WIRES JUNE 3 CARRY A COMMENTARY 
BY POLITICAL CORRESPONDENT YURIY KORNILOV ON SHCHARANSKIY. 
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KORNILOV STATES THAT SHCHARANSKIY WAS "COMMISSIONED BY AN 
UNKNOWN LERNER TO ORGANIZE THE COVERT COLLECTION OF INFORMA 
TION ABOUT SOVIET ORGANIZATIONS AND PLANTS OPERATING FOR 
DEFENSE, "AND WAS MEMBER OF GROUP WHICH HAD "ASSISTANCE TO 
CIA AGENTS" ON ITS AGENDA. HE SAYS THAT THE SHCHARANSKIY CASE IS 
UNDER INVESTIGATION AND THAT THE SOVIET JUDICIARY CANNOT BE IN- 
FLUENCED BY PEOPLE IN THE USSR "OR INCIDENTALLY IN THE 
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USA AND OTHER COUNTRIES". SOVIET LAW IS THE SAME FOR 
ALL CITIZENS, ASSERTS KORNILOV. NEVERTHELESS, HE CONTINUES, 
THE AMERICAN PRESS AND EVEN OFFICIAL AMERICAN BODIES ARE 
BECOMING INVOLVED IN THE SHCHARANSKIY CAMPAIGN. KORNILOV 
STATES "IT WENT SO FAR THAT A STATE DEPARTMENT SPOKESMAN 
DECLARED THAT THE USG IS DEEPLY CONCERNED THAT THE 
SCHARAN SKIY CASE IS TOBE TRIED IN THE USSR. NEITHER 
MORE NOR LESS*" 

2. KORNILOV ASKS RHETORICALLY WHAT THE AMERICAN REACTION 
WOULD BE IF ANYONE TRIED TO PRESSURE THE AMERICAN JUDICIARY 
AND SAYS THAT IT WOULD, RIGHTLY, REJECT SUCH PRESSURE. 

HE DISMISSES AMERICAN INTEREST IN SHCHARANSKIY AS MEDDLING 
IN SOVIET INTERNAL AFFAIRS AND GOES ON TO STATE THAT "CER- 
TAIN CIRCLES" IN THE USA ARE USING SHCHARANSKIY AS THE 
PRETEXT TO COMMENT ON ALLEGED VIOLATIONS OF HUMAN RIGHTS 
IN THE USSR. KORNILOV NOTES THAT IT IS NOT A COINCIDENCE 
THAT THE CAMPAIGN IS GOING ON ON THE EVE OF THE BELGRADE 
CONFERENCE. 

3. COMMENT. THIS IS THE FIRST SOVIET COMMENTARY CONCERNING 
SHCHARANSKIY SINCE THE JUNE 1 PRESS CONFERENCE HELD BY 
DISSIDENTS (REFTEL), AT WHICH IT WAS ANNOUNCED THAT HE WAS 
TO BE CHARGED UNDER ARTICLE 64. THE KORNILOV PIECE DOES 
NOT GIVE ANY INFORMATION ABOUT THE EXACT NATURE OF THE 
CHARGES AGAINST SHCHARANSKIY BUT LEAVES THE READER TO IN 
FER TREASON. IT SAYS NOTHING ABOUT WHEN HIS TRIAL MIGHT 
OCCUR. THE COMMENT ABOUT THE US JUDICIARY IS 

A CLEVER ONE, AIMED TO EXPOLITING WESTERN SENSITIVITIES 
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RE HANDLING CASES WHICH ARE SUB JUDICE. IT IS INTERESTING 
THAT KORNILOV SHOULD HAVE MENTIONED IN THIS FIRST 
AND REMARKABLY RAPID COMMENTARY ON THE USG REACTION TO 
THE NEWS ABOUT SHCHARANSKIY. WE ARE ALSO STRUCK BY THE 
FACT THAT NO EMBASSY INVOLVEMENT IN SHCHARANSKIY'S CASE 
IS ALLEGED IN THIS STORY, ALTHOUGH IT CHARGES THAT A GROUP 
TO WHICH SHCHARANSKIY BELONGED SOUGHT TO ASSIST 
(UNNAMED) "CIA AGENTS". 

MATLOCK 

NOTE BY OC/T: REFERENCE APPARENTLY INCORRECT. 
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